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DIRECTORS NOTES

" y , ays, “The purpose of art is to prepare man for the ¢
: sian film maker Aleksandr Sokurov says, : : pat e fact
Bﬂgiﬁblﬂtf;;\,es us many chances to rchearse events of _thls nature; ....(art is like a teacher), Art
says tht what is most frightening about death is the partmg;’ I would add to that, the purpoge of
art is to make people softer, more moral, fragile and tender.

In The Cherry Orchard death is never far away but Chekhov’s characters move towards death
dancing, singing and forever talking.

When the artistic directors of THEATRE COLUMBUS and THEATRE SMITH-GILMOUR discovere 5
few years ago that we shared a desire to journey through the world of Chekhov and find out why
he called it a comedy, we began to make plans for this production. One of the greatest pleagures in
the theatre is collaborating with artists that you admire and respect. This has been a rich apg
rewarding experience for our two companies sharing an artistic vision with this talented and warm
hearted group of actors and designers.

On our journey towards death we discovered Chekhov’s beautiful human comedy that embraces
life full of singing, dancing and work as Tofimov says in Act Il “In order to live in the present, we
should first redeem our past, finish with it and we can expiate it only by extraordinary labour.”

Leah Cherniak & Martha Ross & Dean Gilmour & Michele Smith
THEATRE COLUMBUS THEATRE SMITH-GILMOUR

ASSOCIATE PRODUCER’S NOTES

THE CANADIAN STAGE COMPANY is proud to be working in association with THEATRE SMITH-
GILMOUR and THEATRE COLUMBUS to present The Cherry Orchard. This season, Canadian Stage
has teamed up with four of Toronto’s hottest theatre companies to support their projects at the
Berkeley Street Theatre. Now in its tenth season, THE CANADIAN STAGE COMPANY, led by
Artistic Director Bob Baker, Managing Director & Producer Martin Bragg and President &
Chairman William A. MacKinnon, continues to develop not-for-profit theatre which is distinctly
Canadian. We focus on the creation of Canadian work and the presentation of Canadian

interpretations of international works, both classical and contemporary, that are accessible to large
audiences.

THEATRE COLUMBUS and THEATRE SMITH-GILMOUR are funded through programs of these agencies:
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Theatre Columbus and Theatre Smith~Gilmour
in association with THE CANADIAN STAGE COMPANY present

The Cherry Orchard

by Anton Chekhov

Directed by Leah Cherniak and Dean Gilmour

Set and Costume Designer Teresa Przybylski
Lighting Designer Andrea Lundy
Sound Designer John Millard
Choreographer Claudia Moore

Cast in order of appearance

Yermolay Alexeyevich Lopahin, a merchant ~Oliver Dennis
Dunyasha, a maid Lauren Piech
Young Lubov  Eliza Gilmour
Semyon Yepihodov, a clerk David Danzon
Firs, a servant, aged 87 Dean Gilmour
Lubov Andreyevna Ransvskaya, a landowner ~Martha Ross
Anya, her 17 year old daughter ~Liisa Repo-Martell
Varya, her adopted daughter, 22 years old Susanna Hamnett
Leonid Andreyevich Gayev, Lubov’s brother David Mcllwraith
Charlotta Ivanovna, a governess Michele Smith
Simeonov-Pishchik, a landowner Jim Warren
Hokus Pokus, Charlotta’s dog Hokus Pokus
Yasha, a valet Raoul Bhaneja
Pyotr Sergeyevich Tofimov, a student Kevin Bundy
A tramp David Danzon
Stationmaster Dean Gilmour

Stage Manager Marinda de Beer
Production Manager Roger West
House Technician  Steve Lalande
Wardrobe Michelle Smith
Props Lisa Nighswander
Assistant Director Christopher Abraham
Apprentice Stage Manager Randa Doche
Assistant Designer  Andjelija Djuric
Carpenter Chris Sproule
Volunteer Wardrobe Ruth Simpson
Scenic Painter Elizabeth Bailey
Production Assistant Simon Richards

ACT ONE: The Spring. In a room that is still called the nursery.
ACT TWO: Early summer. A meadow near the estate.
ACT THREE: Aug. 22. A drawing room that leads into a ballroom where a party is taking place.
ACT FOUR: Autumn. The nursery again.
The running time for The Cherry Orchard is approximately 2 hrs. and 30 mins. including intermission.

PLEASE NOTE: There will be cigar smoking on stage during the show.



BIOGRAPHIES

HAM - Assistant Director: Chris has spent ?hls past season as a member of thp Canadiy
gl‘g;; Sg\l‘li)lx)gftlfcg IIs)Ri;\ector’s Program. Chris has served as an assistant d1rectord f’l?ll: NUMErous projects a Thre1
Canadian Stage Company as well as at Theatre Passe Muljalllc, Theatre WUM, an x Ie:NNahonal Arts Centre, B
is artistic director for Go Chicken Go for whom he has directed KASPAR and OFFE th' Ga('jI‘;—IE AUDIENCE, He g
hard at work adapting Shakespeare’s THE TEMPEST and preparing a production ?Thls ptation of Buchnepg
LENZ to be presented at The Factory Theatre in June. Chris is also a graduate of The National Theatre School

directing program.

A - Yasha: A graduate of the National Theatre School, he recently completed STANDING
?&?ﬁfé gggg the Factory Theaﬁ*e, which he created as part of The Storm Colle'ctlve. His other theatre credits
include BARNDANCE LIVET and BOOZE DAYS IN A DRY COUNTRY (Blyth Festival), FAMOUS LAST WORDSs/
ELIZABETH REX workshop (Stratford Festival), FLIPPIN’ IN (Grqund Zero), SAD SURGEON (Hope and He|
Theatre), THE TEMPEST and MACBETH (Ottawa Shakespeare Festival). He will appear as St. John The Baptist
(opposite Mary Walsh and Andy Jones) in the upcoming film EXTRAORDINARY VISITOR (Film East). Television

credits include THE NEWSROOM, TRADERS and TWITCH CITY.

KEVIN BUNDY - Tofimov: Kevin has been working with Dean Gilmour and Leah Cherniak since the Theatre
Smith-Gilmour production of THE GREENBIRD in 1987. Since then he has be_en a part of t}}e Th('aatre Columbus’
collaborative productions (PARANOIA, 1492) as well as TWELFTH NIGHT. With theatre Smth-Gﬂmour he was a
part of their highly acclaimed production of Botho Strauss’ THE TIME AND PLACE, has toured internationally
with their show IN THE WINGS OF EDEN and was a part of their recent wor.kshop creation of DANTE’S
INFERNO. Other theatre credits include Joe Pitt in ANGELS OF AMERICA (Canadian Stage Company), SEVEN
LEARS and BEATING HEART CADAVER (Necessary Angel Co.), QUARTET (Froth Productions), COMEDY OF
ERRORS, AS YOU LIKE IT, and SWEET BIRD OF YOUTH (Stratford Festival).

LEAH CHERNIAK - Co-director:  Leah is Co-founder and Co-artistic Director with Martha Ross of Theatre
Columbus. She directs, acts in and co-creates shows for the company, including award winning shows such as
PARANOIA, THE BARBER OF SEVILLE, TWELFTH NIGHT and RATBAG. Leah directed and co-wrote THE ANGER
IN ERNEST AND ERNESTINE, which was published in 1990 and has been performed in theatres across the
country. She has worked with a variety of theatres across Canada, including the direction of THE DIARY OF
ANNE FRANK for Young People’s Theatre. In 1992 she received the Pauline McGibbon Award for Directing. She
also teaches clown at The National Theatre School in Montreal. This season she played Jelly in THE ATTIC, THE
PEARLS & 3 FINE GIRLS at G.C.T.C. in Ottawa and has just directed the premiere of THE BETRAYAL, which she
co-created with the company, for Theatre Columbus.

DAVID DANZON - Yepikhodov, Homeless Man: Born in France David Danzon came to Canada in 1985. He
graduated from the York University Acting Program in 1992 and has been acting professionally in TV, film
theatre and dance ever since. He wrote and starred in several children’s TV series for TVO LA CHAINE. Theatre
credits include: DANTE’S INFERNO (Theatre Smith-Gilmour), Cleante in LE MALADE IMAGINAIRE (Dean
Gilmour/ TfT), Valere in TARTUFFE (Normand Bissonette/TfT), Ben in THE WONDERFUL ICE-CREAM SUIT
(Equity Showcase/Elise Menard), Yang Sun in THE GOOD PERSON OF SETZUAN (Damir Andrei/York U.),
Oberon and Theseus in A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM (Ines Buchli/York U.). In dance, with artistic pariner
Sylvie Bouchard, he choreographed and performed in THE BALANCING ACT (Danceworks 96), A FLOCK OF
FLYERS and CAROUSEL (Dusk Dances 96 &97) and produces Dusk Dances, an outdoor festival in Trinify-
Bellwoods Park. David Danzon is co-artistic director of CORPUS.

MARINDA DEBEER - Stage Manager: Marinda is happy to be working with Theatre Columbus for the first
time and Theatre Smith-Gilmour once again. Her most recent stage management credits include: the past three
summers at The Dream In High Park (‘95, ‘96, ‘97), BEATING HEART CADAVER (Necessary Angel), THE OTHER
SIDE OF THE CLOSET (YPT), DANTE’S INFERNO, SAM’S LAST DANCE, LE MALADE IMAGINAIRE, KALLDEWEY
FARCE and IN THE WINGS OF EDEN (Theatre Smith-Gilmour), LES FANTASTIQUES, 1’ECOLE DES FEMMES and
jOHNNY MANGANO AND HIS ASTONISHING DOGS (Théatre Frangais de Toronto). She looks forward to stage
managing the remount of ROMEO AND JULIET at The Dream in High Park this summer.






